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The Department of Culture Politica Societa is glad to announce that next week,
on Wednesday November 7th at 17.30 pm,
Lorenzo Pellegrini (Erasmus University at Rotterdam, visiting professor) will give a seminar on:

Unburnable Fuels meet Environmental Justice

Oil reserves and biodiversity hotspots Tapirs licking oil from a poorly sealed oil well, Loreto, Peru.

Abstract: to reduce the risk of catastrophic climate change a large share of existing fossil fuels reserves has
to be kept underground. This basic fact can be challenged only by climate skeptics and technological
optimists. The former are in denial of climate change and/or of its anthropogenic root, the latter believe in
the massive development of (yet non-existent) capture and storage technologies within the next few
decades. Notwithstanding the relatively uncontroversial nature of the fact that a large share of fossil fuel
reserves are ‘unburnable’, little progress has been made to identify the specific reserves that should be left
untapped and the way the costs of the policy should be met. This presentation is going to explore the
methods to develop spatially-explicit and just proposals for specifying the reserves that need to be labelled
unburnable and the way these proposals intersect and can contribute to global environmental justice.

The seminar will be held at Campus Luigi Einaudi, Sala lauree rossa grande

Bio sketch

Lorenzo Pellegrini, PhD is Associate Professor of Economics of Environment and Development at the International
Institute of Social Studies of Erasmus University (ISS) in The Hague, The Netherlands, and Adjunct Professor at the
University San Francisco of Quito, Ecuador. He received his PhD from the VU University of Amsterdam.

His research interests include the socio-environmental impact of extractive industries, environmental justice, impact
evaluation, institutions and corruption. Recent publications have appeared in Geoforum, Ecology and Society, World
Development, The Extractive Industries and Society, Capitalism Nature Socialism and Conservation Letters. Countries
of research experience include Bhutan, Bolivia, Ecuador, Honduras, India, Italy, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Peru, Rwanda,
and Vietnam. Lorenzo has also led and participated in a number of research and capacity building projects in the
Global South. He teaches courses on research methodology, development economics, sustainable development, and
ecological economics.



