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SCHOLARS AT RISK (SAR) is an international network
of higher education mstitutions and associations
whose mission 1s to protect threatened scholars and
promote academic freedom.
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SAR is represented by more than 550 institutions ind2 countries.
SAR Sections currently exist in13 countries .
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SAR Europe

= [s hosted at Maynooth University in Ireland,and reflects a
mutual commitment to the principle ofacademic freedom

= Coordinates the activities of over 300 member universities in
Europe including national SAR sections in 1 1 European
countries and the 10-partner H2020 project Inspireurope

= Aims to strengthen a collective voice across institutions in
order to contribute to informed policymaking

National University . .
of Ireland Maynooth protection advocacy learning

b Maynooth SCHOLARS AT RISK
University NETWORK
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https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/sar-europe/inspireurope

SAR’s work encompasses three key areas

PROTECTION ADVOCACY LEARNING
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e Protection

SAR protects scholars suffering grave

threats to their lives, liberty, and well- I

being by arranging temporary research

and teaching positions, and by providing .
threatened scholars worldwide are

adv1sory and referral services. provided with sanctuary and assistance
through SAR every year.
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" Protection

SAR’s Protection work includes:

= Scholar applications and referrals: SAR evaluates each scholar’s situation, helping
them to navigate resources to support them personally and academically

= Visiting academic appointments: SAR works with network institutions to arrange
short- to medium-term academic visits (6 months to 2 years)at universities, colleges,
think tanks

= Transition assistance: SAR advises and assists scholars in their relocation and
adjustment, acquisition of new academic/professional skills,and networking.
In the most urgent situations, SAR may be able to offer direct financial support

= Growing a network of support: SAR advises universities, associations,and
governments on establishing new protection programs and projects
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" Protection

Inthe 2019-2020 academic year, SAR received almost 500 applications for assistance and
arranged placements for 143 scholars from a wide variety of disciplines.

“ m SOCIAL SCIENCES
m PHYSICAL & LIFE SCIENCES

m ARTS & HUMANITIES
m BUSINESS & FINANCE
m LAW & HUMAN RIGHTS

= MEDICINE & PUBLIC HEALTH

= JOURNALISM & WRITING
® MATHEMATICS & INFO. SCIENCE
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e Protection

Ofthose scholars,the majority requiring assistance came from Turkey, Syria, Yemen, Iran,
or Brazil.
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11 | Scholars at Risk



" Protection

How SAR Helps Individual Scholars

STEP 1

STEP 2

STEP 3

STEP 4

SCHOLAR APPLIES Initial Evaluation

(oris referred)  SAR evaluates the
scholar’s situation to
determine how SAR
and the network can
best help them.
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Scholar Hosting

The scholar may be
hosted for a visiting
academic position at
anetwork institution.

Advice & Assistance
The scholar receives
advice and assistance on
relocation, integration
adjustment, job skills,
and more from SAR and
the host institution.

Transition

The scholar receives
support from SAR to
transition to longer-
term opportunities.



" Protection

ldentifying Scholars to Host

SAR maintains clear and regular communication with
universities interest in hosting. We reach out to the
network to find a good academic fit for scholars
urgently seeking temporary placements.

We Recommend

Contacting SAR staffto discuss next steps and fit
once there is interest in hosting on campus

Building a committee of interested university
contacts available to participate in hosting
discussions

Starting these conversations with SAR~6 months
before ideal start date
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To ensure a strong academic match, some
aspects to consider include

Purpose of hosting an atrisk researcher
Geography/diversity of candidates
Discipline/field

Risk

Academic training/experience
Publications

Language

Family

Academic mentors on campus
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) Advocacy

SAR has established several initiatives
to identify, document, and take action

in response to attacks on scholars, 3 I 1

students and their higher education attacks against higher education

communities. communities were documented in SAR’s
Free to Think 2020
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9 Advocacy

SAR’s Advocacy work includes:

= Monitoring attacks on academic freedom
= Advocating for imprisoned scholars

= Advising university students in advocacy efforts
through seminars and legal clinics

= Demanding accountability and action through
supranational,international,regional,and inter-state
systems
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9 Advocacy

Academic Freedom Monitoring Project

SAR secretariat staffand volunteer researchers around
the world identify,document,and report on attacks on

higher education. Aca d e m | C
e con Freedom

= Raising awareness

= Generating data-driven advocacy

Monitoring
Project

= Increasing protection for scholars, students,
and academic communities

= Promotingrespect for academic freedom
and higher education quality
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https://www.scholarsatrisk.org/academic-freedom-monitoring-project-index/

) Advocacy

Free to Think Report

Appendix |: Table of Incidents

SAR’s annualreport analyzes thematic and regional trends e B e e

Project from September 1,201, to August 31,2020, pl and

Jack, the it e incident,
Mote that the total number of attacks exceeds the total  the typels) of attack associated with the incident. For

and ongoing issues. In the period between September 1, T e i

duct, Figures parts,
incidents., please visit t itoring Project website at https:/
luated ject.

2019 to August 31,2020, Free fo Think 2020chronicled - | ' s
341 reported attacks against higher education S I O

x x
x X

1225 O8/28/20 Haiti Uriversity of Haiti x
agn 1234 08/24/20 Thadard Ramihamhaang University X W
communities v et ,
" 1222 0874/20 Thadard X X
120 0812/20 Belarus x x x
1220 OR/0T20  Thadard X
1219 0W28/20 Hong Kong Uriversity of Hong Kong x
118 O%28/20 India Dwdhi Universit ity x x
W H AT IT I N C L U D E S . 7 OWZI0 Hongena  Hong Kang Baptist University x
. 18 OTV20  Inclia R e of Technology x
118 O%16/20  Palestine (OPT) Al Guds U E
. . . . . 104 O14/20  incdonesia National Us SR X
ms 03N320 Uganda Makerere University x
= Violent attacks on higher education communities T :
1M 070920 Palestine (OPT)  Birzeit Unhversity X
1210 O%09/20 Serbia University of Belgrade x
* . . 1209 07/06/20 China Tsinghus Univorsity X
= Wrongful imprisonments and prosecutions of scholars hoe e o s .
1207 OF0V20  Turkey Uludag University x X
1206 06/30/20 Turkey Istanbul Sehir Universi ity 4
. 1208  O6/Z0/20 Mexico Uriversity of Valladolid de Xalaps X
. P t d t 1204  O6/25/20 Iran Uriversity of Mohaghegh Ardabdi X
ressures on student expression mos ovat mn =k
1202 O6/24/20 Pakistan ark stitu 5 x x
. . . . . 201 06/23/20 United Kingdom o al X
n L;e 1 t d d t t th t 1200 06/22/20 Inelia Dl Univarsity x
gislative and administrative threats S L — .

= COVID-related issues o e R e e
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9 Advocacy

Free to Think 2020

SAR’s Free to Think 2020reports the following:
= 124 incidents of violent attacks on higher education
communities in 42 countries

= 96 incidents of wrongful imprisonment and 52
incidents of wrongful prosecution

= Current challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic: Free to Think
= Using the crisis to crackdown on activists et Fasa g Pt

= Attacks on COVID-related research & expression

= Suspended asylum procedures in many countries

= Limited resources to respond to increasing needs for
support
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) Advocacy

Scholars in Prison Project

This project coordinates advocacy activities on behalf Mr. Zaki s a postgraduate student

of scholars and students facing prosecution or gm. - atthe University of Bologna,
4@ detained in Egypt since February
imprisonment. \ =g 2020 in aﬁparent retaliation for his
peaceful human rights research.

THE GOAL #Free2Think #FreePatrick
= Robust case intake process

= Range ofadvocacy in coordination with family, legal

ot Uyghur studies scholar Rahile
counsel,and partner organizations & Dawnitis among AT

scholars and students suspected

= Leverage Student Advocacy Seminars and Legal of being in Chinese state custody.

Clinics to play a crucialrole in advocacy for the
Scholars in Prison Proje Ct #Free2Think #FreeRahileDawut
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9 Advocacy

Student Advocacy Seminars

These seminars encompass faculfed human rights
research and advocacy at SAR member institutions.

THE GOAL

= Conduct research and advocacy for Scholars
in Prison cases

= Collaboration across seminars, with partner

o e 3 : WE ARE
organizations,and families A L G INTON

UNITRENTO PER LA

= Seminars as for-credit courses or h}’brld models B . LIBERTA ACCADEMIC

= Organizing campaigns through social media, e -
campus organizing, media and press, localand L

national governments, and the United Nations
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9 Advocacy

Academic Freedom Legal Clinics

These seminars encompass faculfed human rights
research and legal analysis at SAR member institutions.

THE GOAL

= Monitoring and reporting to SAR on attacks on
higher education locally, or in countries of interest

= Legalanalysis at local,regional or international level

= Development of advocacy in response to particular
attacks

= Clinics are generally led by one faculty member, with
5-10 participants (typically,but not exclusively), at
the graduate level
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SAR convenes faculty, students

and higher education community members 48 6 5

to discuss global and regional academic

freedom climates and t.o de‘Velop solutions totallearners to date for MOOC online
that strengthen the university space. course
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SAR’s Learning work includes:

= Hosting virtual conferences and workshops

@ Freedom to Researc h and Teach @ Campus Integrity

= Offe ri ng a M OOC an d 0 t h €r o p en-source le arn iﬂ g @ Freedom of Academic Exchange and Dissemination @ Institutional Autonomy

@ Freedom Academic and Cultural Expression

opportunities on pressing academic freedom concerns S

= Collaborating with global partners on the annual
Academic Freedom Index - L

= Conducting surveys and issuing reports on national . N [OSON
regional,and international academic freedom issues
Coordinating speaker series of SAR scholars across 8
network institutions

[ ] Opening global conversations through podcasts and 1500 1910 1920 1;:;6 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2019
other accessible platforms
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Promoting Core Higher Education Values

Aproactive framework that recognizes the
interconnectedness of core higher education values that
maintain a healthy space to think, question,and share ideas.

THE GOAL

= Build understanding and respect for higher education
values and their contributions to society

= Avoid ‘pitfalls’ofneglect and oversimplification

= Provide a framework for dialogue and analyzing
values-related incidents

= Develop expanded menu of pro-values responses to
incidents
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Scholar Speaker Series

The Vivian G. Prins Speaker Series offers an opportunity
for SAR network institutions to invite to campus one or
more scholars,each with a powerfuland unique story to
share.

THE GOAL

= Educate campus communities and the public about
threats to academic freedom and attacks on scholars

= Provide an opportunity for organizations to invite at-
risk scholars for short visits to share their powerful
stories in a personal, meaningful way
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Thank you.

VISIT EMAIL CONNECT
www.scholarsatrisk.org info@scholarsatrisk.org @ScholarsAtRisk 0Oy
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