
22/06/23, 10:12 Università degli Studi di Torino - Uniquest - Survey on PhD Students’ Opinion - MORE (Motivation, Opinion, Research, Experie…

https://www.uniquest.unito.it/index.php/admin/printablesurvey/sa/index/surveyid/545181 1/32

Survey on PhD Students’ Opinion - MORE
(Motivation, Opinion, Research, Experience)
 

Dear PhD Student,
We kindly ask you to take a few minutes of your time to answer the questionnaire below.

 

The questions concern the following dimensions:

the motivations underlying the doctoral programme
your research experiences and participation in academic life
discussions with your supervisor
your opinion regarding the training offer and the spaces available.

The questionnaire ends with some free comments.

 

Regarding the processing of personal data, kindly consult the information pertaining to the processing of
personal data for student users, as stipulated in Article 13 of the General Data Protection Regulation (EU
Regulation 679/2016 and Council Regulation of April 27, 2016) at the following link: 

https://www.unito.it/sites/default/files/informativa_trattamento_dati_personali_utenza_studentesca.pdf
(https://www.unito.it/sites/default/files/informativa_trattamento_dati_personali_utenza_studentesca.pdf)

 

Please note that ANVUR (the National Agency for the Evaluation of Universities and Research)  will not
receive the responses from the "Background Variables" section. The Doctoral Faculty, Doctoral School, and
the University's Quality Control Unit will utilize the collected data in an aggregated format to facilitate
ongoing improvement processes. If you have any inquiries or concerns regarding personal data and its
usage, please direct them to presidio-qualita@unito.it . 

 

We thank you for your availability.

Good work.

There are 60 questions in this survey.

Background Variables

Gender
Please choose only one of the following:

 Female

 Male

https://www.unito.it/sites/default/files/informativa_trattamento_dati_personali_utenza_studentesca.pdf
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Age (in figures) *
 Only numbers may be entered in this field.
Please write your answer here:

University where the Master's degree was awarded

*
Please write your answer here:

Year in which the Master's degree was awarded (in figures)

*
 Only numbers may be entered in this field.
Please write your answer here:

Current PhD cycle (in figures, e.g. 38, 39)

*
 Only numbers may be entered in this field.
Please write your answer here:
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Name of the current PhD programme *
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 ANALISI COMPARATA DELLE ISTITUZIONI, DELL'ECONOMIA E DEL DIRITTO

 BIOINGEGNERIA E SCIENZE MEDICO-CHIRURGICHE

 BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT

 COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF INSTITUTIONS, ECONOMICS AND LAW (IEL)

 COMPLEX SYSTEMS FOR QUANTITATIVE BIOMEDICINE

 DIRITTI E ISTITUZIONI

 DIRITTO, PERSONA E MERCATO

 ECONOMIA "VILFREDO PARETO"

 FISICA

 FISIOPATOLOGIA MEDICA

 GLOBAL HISTORY OF EMPIRES

 INFORMATICA

 INNOVATION FOR THE CIRCULAR ECONOMY

 LETTERE

 MATEMATICA PURA E APPLICATA

 MEDICINA E TERAPIA SPERIMENTALE

 MEDICINA MOLECOLARE

 MODELING AND DATA SCIENCE

 MUTAMENTO SOCIALE E POLITICO

 NEUROSCIENZE

 PATRIMONIO CULTURALE E PRODUZIONE STORICO-ARTISTICA, AUDIOVISIVA E
MULTIMEDIALE

 SCIENZE AGRARIE, FORESTALI E ALIMENTARI

 SCIENZE AGRARIE, FORESTALI ED AGROALIMENTARI

 SCIENZE ARCHEOLOGICHE, STORICHE E STORICO-ARTISTICHE

 SCIENZE BIOLOGICHE E BIOTECNOLOGIE APPLICATE

 SCIENZE BIOMEDICHE ED ONCOLOGIA

 SCIENZE CHIMICHE E DEI MATERIALI

 SCIENZE DELLA TERRA

 SCIENZE FARMACEUTICHE E BIOMOLECOLARI

 SCIENZE PSICOLOGICHE, ANTROPOLOGICHE E DELL'EDUCAZIONE

 SCIENZE VETERINARIE PER LA SALUTE ANIMALE E LA SICUREZZA ALIMENTARE
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 SISTEMI COMPLESSI PER LE SCIENZE DELLA VITA

 SOCIOLOGIA E METODOLOGIA DELLA RICERCA SOCIALE

 SUSTNET - SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND COOPERATION

 TECHNOLOGIES FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE

 TRANSLATIONAL ONCOLOGY

Course year

*
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 1

 2

 3

 4

 Other 

PhD types *
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 PhD

 PhD in consortium or partnership agreement

 Industrial PhD

 PhD of national interest

 I don't know

 Other 

Are you receiving a PhD scholarship? *
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes

 No
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Are you working during your PhD? *
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes

 No

 Only occasionally

Motivations for choosing the PhD programme

My professional aspirations are mainly directed towards: *
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 Academic sector

 Education sector

 Research and development in the public (non-academic) sector

 The public sector in general

 Research and development in the private sector

 The private sector in general

 Self-employed

 I don't know

 Other 

Opinions on the PhD path
For each of the following statements please indicate your level of agreement from 1 to 10, where 1 corresponds to
“strongly disagree” and 10 to “strongly agree
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*
Please choose the appropriate response for each item:

Strongly

disagree 2 3 4

Neither

agree

nor

disagree 6 7 8 9

Strongly

agree

The timetable of training
activities (lesson times,
dates/rooms,
programmes) was
communicated to me in
good time to enable me
to organise my research
activities in the best
possible way

With reference to the
training activities
followed, teaching
materials (e.g. slides or
supporting papers or
specific bibliography)
useful for further study
of the topic were made
available

The complementary
training activities
(common courses) are
useful for my growth in
the field of research
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With respect to the training course I am following, I receive stimuli above all for

*
Please choose the appropriate response for each item:

Strongly

disagree 2 3 4

Neither

agree

nor

disagree 6 7 8 9

Strongly

agree

Gaining knowledge and
understanding of a field
of study

Achieving mastery of the
research method

Devising, implementing
and adapting a research
process with the probity
required of a scholar

Carrying out original
research that expands
the frontier of knowledge

Carrying out critical
analysis and evaluation
of emerging research

Communicating with my
peers and a wider
community of scholars

Promoting, in academic
and professional
contexts, technological,
social or cultural
advancement in the
knowledge-based
society

Opinion on the website and mailing services
For each of the following statements please indicate your level of agreement from 1 to 10, where 1 corresponds to
“strongly disagree” and 10 to “strongly agree
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*
Please choose the appropriate response for each item:

Strongly

disagree 2 3 4

Neither

agree

nor

disagree 6 7 8 9

Strongly

agree

The PhD programme
website contains the
information I need to
better organise my
training and research
activities (information,
calendars, forms,
regulations, timetables,
etc.)

My account is adequate
for institutional purposes
related to my research
and training activity

Opinion on the supervision process and feedback
received
For each of the following statements please indicate your level of agreement from 1 to 10, where 1 corresponds to
“strongly disagree” and 10 to “strongly agree
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*
Please choose the appropriate response for each item:

Strongly

disagree 2 3 4

Neither

agree

nor

disagree 6 7 8 9

Strongly

agree

I have a positive and
stimulating relationship
with my supervisor

My supervisor is
cooperative and
available when needed

My supervisor gives me
sufficient autonomy in
my PhD activities

My supervisor is also
able to guide me on
organisational logistics
(deadlines, forms,
regulations etc.) in case I
cannot understand the
information on the
website

I had difficulties in
choosing or starting my
PhD thesis and felt alone

My supervisor and/or
PhD board described to
me the assessment
criteria for progressing
from one year to the next

My supervisor and/or the
PhD board described to
me the assessment
criteria for determining
whether or not the
papers scheduled for
advancement from one
year to the next were
adequate
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Strongly

disagree 2 3 4

Neither

agree

nor

disagree 6 7 8 9

Strongly

agree

I consistently receive
feedback on my research
work and the papers I
produce

If I receive non-positive
feedback on my training,
research or scientific
production, I am
informed in detail about
how I could improve my
work

The training objectives
and goals I need to
achieve in the short term
have been clearly
communicated to me

Opinion on the supervision process and feedback
received 2.0

Please indicate from whom you usually receive feedback:

*
 Check all that apply
Please choose all that apply:

 Supervisor or co-supervisor

 PhD board

 PhD coordinator

 none

Other: 
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How often do you meet with your supervisor/tutor to discuss your research project (not for other reasons)? *
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 Every week

 Every 10 days or so

 Every month

 Every two months

 Every three to four months

 Every six months

 On progress steps

 I don't know

Opinions on research places and tools
For each of the following statements please indicate your level of agreement from 1 to 10, where 1 corresponds to
“strongly disagree” and 10 to “strongly agree

I carry out most of my PhD activities at facilities of the University of Turin *
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes

 No
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*
Please choose the appropriate response for each item:

Strongly

disagree 2 3 4

Neither

agree

nor

disagree 6 7 8 9

Strongly

agree

I have adequate
operational tools
(software and hardware,
instruments, equipment,
laboratories, etc.) to
conduct my research
and training

I have adequate and
accessible publishing
resources at my disposal

Other training opportunities and experiences

How many training activities outside the University of Turin have you attended this year (e.g. external courses,

summer/winter schools, conferences as an auditor, etc.)? *
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 None

 1 to 2 external training activities

 3 or more external training activities

Have you been involved in research activities for a third party or commissioned or funded by the department? *
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes, because they tend to be related to my research project

 Yes, but not related to my research project

 No, I have not been involved in third-party or commissioned activities
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Have you been directly involved in public engagement or social impact activities, in science dissemination contexts?

*
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes, because they are related to my research project

 Yes but not related to my research project

 No, I have not been involved in public engagement activities

Have you carried out teaching support activities (tutoring students on Bachelor’s and Master’s degree courses) and

supplementary teaching activities? *
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes up to 40 hours per year

 Yes over 40 hours per year

 No, I have not been involved in teaching

Have I been trained to carry out teaching support activities by attending specific courses? *
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes

 No

 No because I am not expected to carry out teaching activities in my PhD programme
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During my current PhD, I had the opportunity to: *
 Check all that apply
Please choose all that apply:

 Present my research work as a speaker at scientific conferences

 Publish my research work as an author in scientific journals or series

 Present my research work as a speaker at societal outreach events

 Publish my research work on popularisation channels for the public

 I have not yet had the opportunity to publish my research work

 I have not yet had the opportunity to present my research work

 My research has just started so it is premature to publish or present part of it

Other: 

Relationships with the scientific community

During my PhD, I had the opportunity to: *
 Check all that apply
Please choose all that apply:

 engage with the PhD board or supervisor regarding the progress of my research work, receiving
advice or suggestions

 engage with PhD students in my own Phd programme on the progress of my research work,
receiving advice or suggestions

 engage with PhD students from other cycles or PhD programmes on the progress of my research
work, receiving advice or suggestions

 engage with a national scientific community

 engage with an international scientific community

 engage with a professional community (national or international)

 I have had no opportunity to engage with the scientific community, apart from my supervisor

Knowledge of Representation or Administrative Support
Processes
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Do you know the representatives of PhD students in your PhD programme? *
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes

 No

 I don't know

Are you aware of a Joint Teaching Staff-Student Committee in the PhD School? *
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes

 No

 I don't know

I have received adequate administrative support provided by the staff of the PhD programme and/or the PhD office

of the University *
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes

 No

 I don't know

Section A

Does the PhD programme provide structured training activities (courses, seminars, workshops)? *
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes

 No
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Are the training activities distinct from those taught in courses related to the Master's degree programme?

*
Only answer this question if the following conditions are met:
Answer was 'Yes' at question '30 [l1]' (Does the PhD programme provide structured training activities
(courses, seminars, workshops)?)

Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes

 No

Did the educational activities also include additional modules (more than one answer possible)?

*
Only answer this question if the following conditions are met:
Answer was 'Yes' at question '30 [l1]' (Does the PhD programme provide structured training activities
(courses, seminars, workshops)?)

 Check all that apply
Please choose all that apply:

Yes, interdisciplinary, multidisciplinary, and transdisciplinary modules

Yes, modules related to entrepreneurship, access to competitive funding, publication and
valorisation/dissemination of research results

No
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What arrangements are made for the ongoing assessment of training activities during the PhD programme? (More than one

answer possible) *
Only answer this question if the following conditions are met:
Answer was 'Yes' at question '30 [l1]' (Does the PhD programme provide structured training activities
(courses, seminars, workshops)?)

 Check all that apply
Please choose all that apply:

 Written examinations

 Oral examinations

 Practical tests

 None

What arrangements are made for monitoring research activity during the PhD programme? (More than one answer possible)

*
 Check all that apply
Please choose all that apply:

 Presentation of individual results related to the research activity

 Presentation of group results relating to research activity

 Assessment of the progress of thesis work at the end of the year

Have you used or are you using the additional budget provided for by DM 226/2021 of at least 10% for research activities? *
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes

 No

Have you spent, are you spending or do you intend to spend periods of study or research abroad, consistent with the PhD

project? *
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes

 No
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Have you used or are you using or are you going to use the scholarship increase up to 50% for mobility periods abroad? *
Only answer this question if the following conditions are met:
Answer was 'Yes' at question '36 [l7]' (Have you spent, are you spending or do you intend to spend
periods of study or research abroad, consistent with the PhD project?)

 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes (as a scholarship holder)

 Yes (as a non-scholarship holder)

 No (as a scholarship holder)

 No (as a non-scholarship holder)

Why did you not choose to spend periods of study or research abroad during your PhD programme? (More than one answer

possible) *
Only answer this question if the following conditions are met:
Answer was 'No' at question '36 [l7]' (Have you spent, are you spending or do you intend to spend
periods of study or research abroad, consistent with the PhD project?)

 Check all that apply
Please choose all that apply:

 The training opportunities offered in this programme are adequate and do not require further
experience at foreign institutions

 I have not received authorisation from the PhD board

 I did not identify a facility in which I was interested or willing to host me

 I was not aware of this possibility

 As I was not a scholarship holder, there was no specific funding for activities abroad, or the
funding provided was not sufficient

 The funding arrangements did not allow me to start

Other: 
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Have you spent, are you spending or do you intend to spend periods of study or research, consistent with the training project,

at national research institutions, companies, or Public Administration? *
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes, at research institutions

 Yes, at companies

 Yes, in Public Administration

 No

Have you received or are you receiving financial support for periods at Research Institutions, Companies, or Public

Administration? *
Only answer this question if the following conditions are met:
Answer was 'Yes, at research institutions' or 'Yes, in Public Administration' or 'Yes, at companies' at
question '39 [l10]' (Have you spent, are you spending or do you intend to spend periods of study or
research, consistent with the training project, at national research institutions, companies, or Public
Administration?)

 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes (as a scholarship holder)

 Yes (as a non-scholarship holder)

 No (as a scholarship holder)

 No (as a non-scholarship holder)
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Why did you not choose to spend periods of study or research at Research Institutions, Companies, or Public Administration

during your PhD programme? (More than one answer possible) *
Only answer this question if the following conditions are met:
Answer was 'Yes, at research institutions' or 'Yes, at companies' or 'No' at question '39 [l10]' (Have
you spent, are you spending or do you intend to spend periods of study or research, consistent with
the training project, at national research institutions, companies, or Public Administration?)

 Check all that apply
Please choose all that apply:

 The educational opportunities offered in this programme are adequate and do not require further
experience at foreign institutions

 I have not received authorisation from the PhD board

 I did not identify a facility in which I was interested or willing to host me

 I was not aware of this possibility

 No or insufficient additional funding was provided

 The funding arrangements did not allow me to leave

Other: 

Does your PhD programme provide workspace for PhD students? *
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes, with stations for individual PhD students

 Yes, with shared stations

 Yes, shared space without stations

 No

Did you personally carry out or are you carrying out teaching or teaching support activities during your PhD programme? *
 Choose one of the following answers
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes, regular lectures

 Yes, supplementary activities (tutorials, seminars or tutoring)

 Yes, both regular lectures and supplementary activities

 No
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During the course, were research activities carried out jointly with other universities? *
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes

 No

During the course, were research activities carried out that promoted technology transfer in collaboration with companies? *
Please choose only one of the following:

 Yes

 No

Section B
For each of the following statements please indicate your level of agreement from 1 to 10, where 1 corresponds to
“strongly disagree” and 10 to “strongly agree
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Education

*
Only answer this question if the following conditions are met:
Answer was 'Yes' at question '30 [l1]' (Does the PhD programme provide structured training activities
(courses, seminars, workshops)?)

Please choose the appropriate response for each item:

Strongly

disagree 2 3 4

Neither

agree

nor

disagree 6 7 8 9

Strongly

agree

The training activities are
comprehensive and
consistent with the main
themes of my PhD
programme.

The topics covered in the
training activities are in-
depth and up-to-date.

The training activities are
useful for the
development of my PhD
thesis

The workload required
by the structured
training activities
(courses, seminars,
workshops) allows me to
adequately devote
myself to my research
activity and thesis.

Ongoing assessments
(examinations,
presentations,
dissertations) are only a
formality or have been
absent altogether

Overall, I am satisfied
with the educational
activities offered
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Experiences Abroad

*
Only answer this question if the following conditions are met:
Answer was 'Yes' at question '36 [l7]' (Have you spent, are you spending or do you intend to spend
periods of study or research abroad, consistent with the PhD project?)

Please choose the appropriate response for each item:

Strongly

disagree 2 3 4

Neither

agree

nor

disagree 6 7 8 9

Strongly

agree

During the PhD
programme, I received
adequate information
and support from the
teachers about carrying
out experiences abroad

The support received
from the home university
for the period of study or
research abroad is
satisfactory.

The support received
from the host
university/institution for
the period of study or
research abroad is
satisfactory.

Overall I am satisfied
with my period of study
or research abroad
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Experience at other National Research Institutions/Companies/Public Administration

*
Only answer this question if the following conditions are met:
Answer was 'Yes, at research institutions' or 'Yes, at companies' or 'Yes, in Public Administration' at
question '39 [l10]' (Have you spent, are you spending or do you intend to spend periods of study or
research, consistent with the training project, at national research institutions, companies, or Public
Administration?)

Please choose the appropriate response for each item:

Strongly

disagree 2 3 4

Neither

agree

nor

disagree 6 7 8 9

Strongly

agree

During the PhD
programme, I received
adequate information
and support from the
teachers about the
experience at other
institutions

The support received
from the home university
for the period of study or
research at other
institutions is
satisfactory

The support received
from the host institution
for the period of study or
research at other
institutions is
satisfactory

Overall, I am satisfied
with my period of study
or research at other
Research
Institutions/Companies/Public
Administration
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Teaching activities carried out

*
Please choose the appropriate response for each item:

Strongly

disagree 2 3 4

Neither

agree

nor

disagree 6 7 8 9

Strongly

agree

The teaching activities I
carry out are useful from
an educational point of
view

The workload required
by the teaching activity I
carry out allows me to
adequately devote
myself to educational
activities, research and
thesis
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Facilities and Tools

*
Only answer this question if the following conditions are met:
Answer was 'Yes, with stations for individual PhD students' or 'Yes, with shared stations' or 'Yes,
shared space without stations' at question '42 [l13]' (Does your PhD programme provide workspace
for PhD students?) and Answer was 'Yes, regular lectures' or 'Yes, both regular lectures and
supplementary activities' or 'Yes, supplementary activities (tutorials, seminars or tutoring)' at question
'43 [l14]' (Did you personally carry out or are you carrying out teaching or teaching support activities
during your PhD programme?)

Please choose the appropriate response for each item:

Strongly

disagree 2 3 4

Neither

agree

nor

disagree 6 7 8 9

Strongly

agree

The classrooms and
spaces used for training
activities are adequate
(for seeing, hearing, and
sitting).

The personal space
reserved for PhD
students is adequate
(size, equipment, etc.).

Library services are
adequate.

Computer equipment
and connections are
adequate for all
activities.

The equipment needed
for research is adequate
and accessible.

I am satisfied with the
support provided by the
administrative staff.
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Facilities and Tools

*
Only answer this question if the following conditions are met:
Answer was 'No' at question '42 [l13]' (Does your PhD programme provide workspace for PhD
students?) and Answer was 'Yes, regular lectures' or 'Yes, supplementary activities (tutorials,
seminars or tutoring)' or 'Yes, both regular lectures and supplementary activities' at question '43 [l14]'
(Did you personally carry out or are you carrying out teaching or teaching support activities during
your PhD programme?)

Please choose the appropriate response for each item:

Strongly

disagree 2 3 4

Neither

agree

nor

disagree 6 7 8 9

Strongly

agree

The classrooms and
spaces used for training
activities are adequate
(for seeing, hearing, and
sitting)

The personal space
reserved for PhD
students is adequate
(size, equipment, etc.)

Library services are
adequate

Computer equipment
and connections are
adequate for all activities
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Facilities and Tools

*

Only answer this question if the following conditions are met:
Answer was 'Yes, shared space without stations' or 'Yes, with stations for individual PhD students' or
'Yes, with shared stations' at question '42 [l13]' (Does your PhD programme provide workspace for
PhD students?) and Answer was ' No' at question '43 [l14]' (Did you personally carry out or are you
carrying out teaching or teaching support activities during your PhD programme?)

Please choose the appropriate response for each item:

Strongly

disagree 2 3 4

Neither

agree

nor

disagree 6 7 8 9

Strongly

agree

The classrooms and
spaces used for training
activities are adequate
(for seeing, hearing, and
sitting)

The personal space
reserved for PhD
students is adequate
(size, equipment, etc.)

The equipment needed
for research is adequate
and accessible

I am satisfied with the
support provided by the
administrative staff
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Facilities and Tools

*
Only answer this question if the following conditions are met:
Answer was 'No' at question '42 [l13]' (Does your PhD programme provide workspace for PhD
students?) and Answer was ' No' at question '43 [l14]' (Did you personally carry out or are you
carrying out teaching or teaching support activities during your PhD programme?)

Please choose the appropriate response for each item:

Strongly

disagree 2 3 4

Neither

agree

nor

disagree 6 7 8 9

Strongly

agree

The classrooms and
spaces used for training
activities are adequate
(for seeing, hearing, and
sitting)

The personal space
reserved for PhD
students is adequate
(size, equipment, etc.)
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Transparency and involvement

*
Please choose the appropriate response for each item:

Strongly

disagree 2 3 4

Neither

agree

nor

disagree 6 7 8 9

Strongly

agree

Information on training
and research activities is
always up-to-date

PhD candidates are
involved in the planning
of these activities

Information on deadlines
and administrative
procedures is always up-
to-date

 
Overall Satisfaction

*
Please choose the appropriate response for each item:

Strongly

disagree 2 3 4

Neither

agree

nor

disagree 6 7 8 9

Strongly

agree

To date, I am satisfied
overall with the PhD
programme

Final open comments
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Do you have proposals for improving cross-cutting activities?

Please write your answer here:

If you would like to add free comments regarding your PhD experience, please use the open space below. Thank

you for your valuable cooperation

Please write your answer here:

Do you have any suggestions regarding the improvement of transversal activities?

Please write your answer here:
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Do you have proposals for improvement regarding educational activities specific to your PhD programme?

Please write your answer here:

If you would like to add free comments regarding your PhD experience, please use the open space below.

Thank you for your valuable cooperation

Please write your answer here:

26.06.2023 – 16:26

Submit your survey.
Thank you for completing this survey.


