Tommaso Bobbio
Tom.Bobbio@gmail.com
dob: 23/06/1980
nationality: Italian
Phone Number: +39.328.03.65.186
Address: Via Passalacqua 4, 10122 Torino, Italy
C.F. BBBTMS80H23L219J
Academic Work Experience
University of Turin, Turin, Italy





Jan 2019 – Dec 2019

Research Associate in the Department of Cultures, Politics and Society (CPS). The project I am working on is on the historical, political and cultural meanings of politics of heritage renewal and development.  Starting from the case of Ahmedabad city, which was the first Indian city to become UNESCO World Heritage, my research interrogates the evolution of heritage politics in India, but also in comparison with the rising centrality of heritage in UNESCO policies since the 1970s.  It proposes a critical evaluation of the re-construction of historical traditions and the Nation in India through a narration that highlights a selection monuments, public spaces and cultural traditions.

[Assegno di ricerca, 12 months]
Colegio de San Luis Potosì, San Luis Potosì, Mexico



April 2018 – May 2018

Investigador Invitado, visiting researcher, invited by the Colegio de San Luis Potosì.  During the visiting period I carried out collaborative research with Professor Juan Carlos Ruiz Guadalajara on the project "El pasado como ficción. Nacionalismo, historia y segregación urbana en la construcción de las ciudades patrimonio mundial: hacia una perspectiva comparada entre India y México", and taught as a visiting lecturer in the Colegio de San Luis Potosì, in the UNAM in Morelia, and in the Instituto Politecnico Nacional of Ciudad de Mexico.
[Teaching load, 20 hours]
University of Turin, Turin, Italy





March 2016 – June 2018
Research Associate in the Department of Cultures, Politics and Society (CPS).  Main research interests are on Global History; the colonial and post-colonial urban history in South Asia; on the dynamics of marginalisation in rapidly growing Indian cities; on politics of heritage conservation and their link to the promotion of national ideologies; theories and practices of citizenship.  He is also part of the scientific advisory board of the inter-departmental project "Citizenships", which coordinates initiatives amongst three Departments: CPS; Economics and Law.

[Assegno di ricerca, 12 months]
University of Turin, Italy, 






Dec. 2014 – December 2015
Research Coordinator in the inter-departmental project “Campus of Citizenship”, aimed at: promoting research on themes related to rights and practices of citizenship, establishing networks of collaboration with associations directly operating on issues of migration, services, housing both in Turin and across Europe; organising activities for students and a Laboratory with classes of Primary and Secondary Schools in Turin.

[Assegno di ricerca, 12 months]
Royal Holloway University of London, UK




July 2014 – November 2014
Academic Visitor at the Department of History and Centre of South Asian Studies, funded on an Award of the British Academy and the Accademia dei Lincei.
University of Turin, Turin, Italy





Oct 2012 – June 2014
Post-doctoral research Fellow in the Department of Cultures, Politics and Society. Research Associate to the interdepartmental project: Models of Integration of Minorities, a multi-disciplinary project funded by the Foundation “Compagnia di San Paolo” (2012 – 2014).

[Assegno di ricerca, 20 months]
Gujarat Vidyapith, Ahmedabad, India





April 2013
Visiting Scholar at the University Founded by the Mahatma Gandhi.
Education
Royal Holloway University of London, UK




Sep 2006 – Sep 2010
PhD in the Department of History, supervisor Professor Francis Robinson.
Thesis title: Collective Violence, Urban Change and Social Exclusion: Ahmedabad 1930-2002. PhD awarded on 1st December 2010 (Examiners: Prof. Christopher Bayly and Prof. Peter Robb, suggested for publication with no revisions).
Harvard University, Cambridge MA, US




Apr – June 2009
Visiting PhD student at the Department of Anthropology.
Gujarat Institute of Development Research, Ahmedabad, India

Nov 2007 – Dec 2008
Visiting PhD scholar, part of a 14 months fieldwork research.
Universita’ degli Studi di Torino, Turin, Italy




Sep 1999 – Jun 2005
Laurea Vecchio Ordinamento (equivalent an MPhil) in Contemporary History. Overall mark: 110/110 cum laude.
Thesis title: “Dynamics of communal conflict in India: the 2002 riots in Gujarat” (tutor Professor M. Torri, Università degli studi di Torino, 33.000 words). 
Main Interests And Fields Of Research
· History of India, popular responses to the establishment of colonial hegemony, the post-colonial transition and the rise of religious and cultural forms of intolerance.
· Oral History, selections and omissions in the construction of shared memories, subjectivity, relationship between personal and public memories.
· Comparative Urban History, with specific focus on the negotiation of spaces and the interaction between urban dwellers and authorities, episodes of collective mobilisation and violence, conceptions and practices of citizenship.
· Heritage Politics in the contemporary world, the use of tangible and intangible heritage to create 'loci' of historical identification, the promotion of tourism through heritage, the re-negotiation of national identities.
· The transformation of labour, migration and seasonal patterns of labour circulation, changing forms of inequality and inequity in South Asia within the context of changing economic paradigms in the 20th century.
Publications 
Monograph:
· Bobbio T., Urbanisation, Citizenship and Conflict in India (Ahmedabad 1900-2000), Abingdon and New York: Routledge (Royal Asiatic Society Series), June 2015.
· Bobbio T., Gujrini Godri – La trapunta del mercato delle pulci, by Umashankar Joshi, translation from Gujarati and introductory essay, A Oriente! Edizioni: Milano, March 2018.
Edited volumes:
· Bobbio T. and Buttino M. (ed.), Cambiamento Urbano e Cittadinanza in Asia Contemporanea, special issue of “Quaderni Storici”, n. 149, Anno L, Fascicolo 2, August 2015.

· Bobbio T., De Cesaris D., Deotto S., Sabatini G. (ed.): M. K. Gandhi, Programma Costruttivo, suo contesto e significato, critical Italian edition, Quaderni Satyagraha, vol. 34, p. 1-144, Centro Gandhi Edizioni. 
· Bobbio T. (ed.), Heritage politics between urban renewal, history-making and nationalism, special issue of Quaderni Storici, 2019 forthcoming.
Peer-reviewed Journal articles and book chapters:
· Bobbio T., Selecting the past: the role of omissions, inventions and political decision-making in shaping Ahmedabad as UNESCO World Heritage City, in Bobbio T. (ed), Heritage politics between urban renewal, history-making and nationalism, special issue of Quaderni Storici, 2019 forthcoming.
· Bobbio T., Informality, Temporariness and the production of illegitimate geographies: the rise of a Muslim sub-city in a Modernising Global City (Ahmedabad 1950s-2000s), currently under revision.
· Bobbio T., Chi decide per chi: il caso di Aruna Shanbaug e l’eutanasia nell’India di oggi, in Rivista di Studi Tanatologici, 10/2019, pp. 35-55, forthcoming.
· Bobbio T., "Il più grande ghetto dell'Asia meridionale": violenza e discriminazione tra storia e retorica in India, in Gala Follaco and Giulia Rampolla, La Città in Asia: Letture critiche degli spazi urbani antichi e moderni: pp. 105-128, ROMA: Viella,2018. 

· Bobbio T., Cittadinanza in sospeso e appartenenza negata all'indomani dei pogrom anti-Musulmani del 2002 in Gujarat, in “Contemporanea. Rivista di Storia dell'800 e del '900”, n. 2, 2016.
· Bobbio T., Buttino M., Premessa, in Bobbio T., Buttino M. (ed.), Cambiamento Urbano e Cittadinanza in Asia Contemporanea, Quaderni Storici, n. 149, Anno L, Fascicolo 2, Agosto 2015, pp. 341-255.
· Bobbio T., Migrants, Slums and the Construction on Citizenship in Gandhi's Ahmedabad (1915 – 1930), in “Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society”, vol. 25 (1), January 2015, pp.99-115. 
· Bobbio, T., Never-Ending Modi: Hindutva and Gujarati Neoliberalism as Prelude to All-India Premiership?, “Focaal, Journal of Global and Historical Anthropology”, no. 67, Winter 2013, pp.123-134.
· Bobbio T., Making Gujarat Vibrant: Hindutva, Development and the Rise of Subnationalism in India, in “Third World Quarterly”, vol.33, issue 4, April 2012, pp. 657 – 672.
Book chapters:
· Bobbio T., Capire Significato e Luogo del Programma Costruttivo, in Bobbio T., De Cesaris D., Deotto S., Sabatini G. (ed), critical Italian edition of M.K. Gandhi, Constructive programme, its meaning and place, Quaderni Satyagraha, vol. 34, p. 1-144, Centro Gandhi Edizioni.

· Bobbio T., From Ahmedabad to Karnavati: cultural roots and socio-spatial aspects of intolerance, in Sharmina Mawani and Anjoom Mukadam (edited by), Globalisation, Diaspora and Belonging. Exploring Transnationalism and Gujarati Identity, Rawat Publications, 2014, pp. 255-276.
· Bobbio T., Making Gujarat Vibrant: Hindutva, Development and the Rise of Subnationalism in India, in Ravinder Kaur and Ayo Wahlberg (edited by), Identity, Inequity and Inequality in India and China: Governing Difference, Routledge 2014.
Newspaper and non peer-reviewed Articles:
· Bobbio T., Lo yoga-manager: ritratto del primo ministro indiano Narendra Modi, in “Nuvole”, issue 51, January 2015 (online review, http://www.nuvole.it/wp/?p=847).
· Bobbio T., India al voto, tra supereroi, maghi e corrotti, in “Il Corriere della Sera”, online edition, 5 May 2014 (http://reportage.corriere.it/esteri/2014/india-al-voto/).
Selected Book Reviews:
· Bobbio T., review article of Kaveh Yazdani, 'India, Modernity and the Great Divergence. Mysore and Gujarat (17th to 19th C.)', in Cambio – Rivista sulle Trasformazioni Sociali, 7 (14), 2018.
· Bobbio T., review of Akhil Gupta, Red Tape: Bureaucracy, Structural Violence, and Poverty in India, Duke University Press, 2012, in Asian Affairs, 44, (2), pp. 305-308, June 2013.
· Bobbio T., review article of Eva Pföstl, Tra Etica e Politica. Nuovi Saggi su Gandhi, Editrice Apes, 2013, pp.223, in L’Indice, vol. XXX, December 2013.
· Bobbio T., review of N.A. Mujumdar, India’s New Development Agenda. Building a value-based society. Academic Foundation, New Delhi, 2011, and Arvind Sivaramakrishnan, Public Policy and Citizenship. Battling Managerialism in India. Sage Publications India, New Delhi, 2012.
· Bobbio T., Progresso Made in India, la Storia di un Fallimento, review article of M. Forti, Il Cuore di Tenebra dell'India, Inferno Sotto il Miracolo (Bruno Mondadori, 2012), in Il Manifesto, 20 December 2012, p.11 [11.000 words]
Research Groups
2014 – Present: Part of the interdisciplinary Working group on Free and Unfree Labour, within the European Labour History Network.
2014 – Present: Part of the interdisciplinary research group “Metropolis in Asia” of five early career researchers working on urban change, culture and exclusion in Asian cities.
2013 – Present: Part of the interdisciplinary and interdepartmental Research Project Cittadinanze / Citizenships of the Campus Einaudi, University of Turin  (http://campuscittadinanze.eu/).
Organization Of International Workshops And Roundtables
2015– 2017:
- Scientific coordinator of the Summer School To-India, based at the Department of Cultures, Politics and Society, University of Turin.
2016:
- Part of the working group which participated in the International Symposium on " Power Structures, Conflict Resolution and Social Justice", organised within EqUIP, the EU – India Social Sciences and Humanities Platform, New Delhi, 13 - 14 October 2016.
2015: 
- along with four colleagues of the Department of Culture, Politics and Society of the University of Turin, we won a grant of the Fondazione CRT for the organisation of conferences and workshops. Our project was on comparative perspectives on urban change and inequalities, and we organised the international workshop: Turin and Elsewhere, Cross-disciplinary debates on urban transformations and dynamics, with the participation of 20 early career scholars who came to present from across the world and a key-note speech by Professor Loic Wacquant.
- Organisation of the workshop “Il desiderio di essere globali: citta', lavoro e marginalizzazione nel XX secolo” (The will to appear global: cities, labour and marginalisation in the XX century), as part of the Annual Symposium of the Journal Zapruder: Storie in Movimento.
2013: Collaborated with Professor Marco Buttino and Dr. Francesco Vietti to the organisation of the international seminar Tourism, Social exclusion and Inequalities in Asian Cities, held at the Department of Culture, Politics and Society, University of Turin.
2012: Collaborated with Professor Marco Buttino and Dr. Federica Morelli to the organisation of the international Workshop Transnational Connections and Urban Change, held at the Fondazione Giuseppe Siotto, Alghero, Italy.
2008: International workshop Around the Eleven Vows, Training and Study path for the implementation of Ahimsa through Art, organised by Ora World Mandala and held at the Gujarat Vidyapith, 8 – 18 December (http://www.oraworldmandala.org/).
Selection Of Conferences (papers presented)
2017: "Nationalism, History, and Urban Segregation in The Construction of Global Heritage Cities", paper to be presented at the Asian Dynamic Initiative Conference, University of Copenhagen, 26-28 June 2017.
2016: “Re-signifying Places: Changing Community Balances and Urban Geographies after the Partition of India and Pakistan”, paper presented at the European Social Science History Conference, Valencia, 30 March – 2 April 2016.
2015: “Labour and the City, a continuous interdependence (Ahmedabad, 1900-2000)”, paper presented at the first Conference of the European Labour History Network, Turin, 14-16 December 2015.
2015: “The encounter of the colonial and the local in the construction of a prospective colonial metropolis: Migration, Citizenship, and Epidemics in Ahmedabad, India (1812-1870).”, paper presented at the Social History Society Conference, Portsmouth, 30 March – 2 April 2015.
2014: “Two unsolved problems of Independent India: mass violence and the representation of disadvantaged groups”, paper presented at the seminar “Majority/Minorities: which future for democracy in South Asia?”, University of Napoli L’Orientale, 15 May 2014.
2014: “Suspended Citizenship and Denied Membership: the exclusion of Muslims from the urban space of Ahmedabad after the 2002 pogroms”, paper presented at the international workshop on Citizenship and Citizenship rights at times of war, crisis, and transition (19th and 20th centuries), supported by the Fondazione Giuseppe Siotto, Alghero, Italy, 20 – 22 February 2014.
2012: “From the United States to Dubai: histories and paths of segregation in Ahmedabad (1980 – 2000)”, paper presented at the international workshop Transnational Connections and Urban Change, supported by the Fondazione Giuseppe Siotto, Alghero, Italy, 13 – 16 September 2012.
2012: “The will to appear global: urban development, marginality and territorial transformation in the narratives of slum dwellers of Ahmedabad (West India)”, paper presented at the international conference Rising Asia, Anxious Europe, organised by the Asia Dynamic Initiative, University of Copenhagen, 3 – 5 May 2012.
2012: “Vibrant Gujarat: subnational ethos and the rise of an exclusive model of development in Narendra Modi’s Gujarat (2001 – 2011)”, paper presented at the Biennial International Conference of the Gujarat Studies Association, Dubai, 15 – 16 February 2012.
2011: “Migrants, Slums, and the Construction of Citizenship in Gandhi's Ahmedabad (1915 – 1930), paper presented at a seminar organised as part of the Student Series of the Royal Asiatic Society, 26 January 2011.
2010: “The Sub-Nation: Identity, Inequity, Inequality in Gujarat, 1950-2000”, paper presented at the international conference Asian Diversity in a Global Context, University of Copenhagen, 11-13 November 2010 (this paper has been selected for being part of a special issue of the “Third World Quarterly” journal, to be submitted in July 2011).
2009: ‘“Countrymen within the city”: the construction of citizenship and the rhetoric of “slum development” in twentieth-century Ahmedabad’, paper presented at the workshop ‘From Subjects to Citizens: Society and the Everyday State in India and Pakistan’, Royal Holloway, University of London, 12 August 2009.
2008: “Social Conflicts in 20th Century Ahmedabad, Gujarat”, paper presented at Gujarat Vidyapith, University Founded by Mahatma Gandhi, as part of the International Seminar “Around the Eleven Vows”, 08-18 December 2008.
2008: “Introducing Ahmedabad: a ‘model city’ or a story of unequal development?”, paper presented at the “Seminario de Educacion para la Paz y los Derechos Humanos de la Catedra UNESCO de Derechos Humanos de la UNAM”, Universidad Nacional Autonoma de Mexico. 12 June 2008.
2007: “Violence, group identity and social change in an urban environment:  Ahmedabad 1950- 2000”, International workshop on “Post-exotic India: a New Narrative in Making”, Roskilde University, Roskilde, Denmark. 26- 27 September 2007.
Awards and Scholarships
Progetto Cittadinanze
Grant for the realisation of projects on the theme “Citizenship: the fear of the Other"
2017
Fondazione Fondo Ricerca Talenti
Grant for the organisation of workshops and conferences



2014
Visiting Fellowship, Royal Holloway, University of London.
Award from the Accademia dei Lincei and the British Academy 



July - Nov 2014
Full-time doctoral award holder
Arts and Humanities Research Council, UK





2006-2009
Research support studentship

Friendly Hand Charitable Trust, UK






2006 and 2009
Travel Award









2010 and 2012
Asian Dynamic Initiative, University of Copenhagen
Travel Award









2012
Gujarat Studies Association
Teaching
· Colegio de San Luis Potosì, Mexico





April-May 2018
Invited lecturer: I conducted a 20 hours seminar on the History of Heritage and Critical Heritage Studies.

· Università Luiss Guido Carli, Rome, Italy





March 2018
Invited Lecturer in the MA programme on "Economics and Institutions of Islamic Countries (Mislam)" and in the course on "Islam Culture and Politics" (8 hours).
· University of Turin, Turin, Italy






AY 2014/2015
Lecturer of “Modern and Contemporary History of South Asia” (6 CFU).
· Summer School To-India, Torino, 




29 June – 2 July 2015
Politics, Development and Social Change In Contemporary India (http://www.to-asia.it/to-india/)

Guest Lecturer: “Urbanisation As A Form Of Routine Violence: Slums, Ghettoes And The Reconfiguration Of Space In Ahmedabad (1950 - 2000)". 
· Universita' Bocconi, Milan, Italy, Master Course in Cultural Mediation
Guest Lecturer: "Multiple Citizenship, Denied Belonging and Communal Violence in post-colonial India"










March 2014
Non Academic and Professional Experiences
Municipality of Torino (Italy), Department of Culture


Oct. 2018 – March 2019

Trainer for Secondary Schools in the project Biennale Democrazia (http://biennaledemocrazia.it/i-percorsi-formativi-sesta-edizione/).  Laboratories in secondary schools are a key initiative of the festival Biennale Democrazia. For the 2019 edition I brought the projects on "Radicalisation" and "Monsters" in 16 classes, spread in 8 schools around the city of Turin (for a total of 128 hours).
Municipality of Torino (Italy), Department of Culture


March – July 2012










March – July 2013
Scientific Coordinator and Programme Coordinator, “Oltre i Limiti”, series of events dedicated to the theme of LIMIT. Through a series of seminars and conferences, the event explores the idea of limit both in conceptual and practical terms. 
Asiatica Film Mediale, encounters with Asian Cinema


Sept 2010-Nov 2013
From 2000, Asiatica Film Festival has consolidated as one of the most important events of its kind in Italy.  It is held every year in autumn, in the spaces of the Museum of Contemporary Art of the City of Rome (MACRO).

Website: www.asiaticafilmmediale.it

duties: Coordinator of the Events Office and Editor of the Festival catalogue. Organiser of the “Asia di Carta” initiative. Advisor for Indian literature and for the relationship with Indian authors, film-makers, and producers.
Memberships and Editorial Duties
Quaderni Storici Journal 
Member of the Editorial Board
Royal Asiatic Society of Great Britain and Ireland 
Fellow since 2007
Gujarat Studies Association
Fellow 2012-2013
“Il Contesto Rivista Tematica” 
Member of the founder and editing group. Managing editor 2012 – 2014.
Cultural and thematic bi-monthly review (also available on-line at www.ilcontesto.org).
It And Languages
English: Excellent reading, writing and verbal skills;  
Gujarati: Good reading, writing and verbal skills;  
Hindi: Basic reading, writing and verbal skills;  
Spanish: Good reading, writing and verbal skills
Excellent user of Internet, Outlook, Excel and Power Point on Windows and Macintosh platforms. I can also use the graphic and lay out programmes AdobeIn-Design 2.0 and Illustrator.


