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Current working position 
 

• Professor (professore associato), Political and Economic Geography, Department 
Cultures, Politics and Society, University of Turin (from 2014).  

• Italian Scientific Qualification (Abilitazione Scientifica Nazionale), full professor of 
Geography (prima fascia), 28 March 2017, www.asn.it 

• President of OMERO, research centre for urban studies (since 2020); www.omero-
urban.it 

 
 
  
 
Education and previous academic positions 
 

• Researcher and lecturer, Political and Economic Geography, University of Turin (2005-
2014).  

• Post-Phd Fellowship, University of Turin (2003-2005). 

• PhD, Spatial Planning and Local Development, Polytechnic of Turin (2003). 

• Master degree (laurea), Economics, July 1999, University of Turin (1999). 
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Research experiences, international research networks 
 

My research activities mostly concern urban studies, political and economic geography, 
and cultural geographies.  

At the international level, I have had visiting periods and I carried on fieldworks in 
Copenhagen (Christiania Researcher in Residence, 2010 and 2012), Paris (visiting 
professor, University of Paris I Sorbonne, 2007) and Helsinki (Fellowship RTN UrbEurope; 
Department of Social Policy, University of Helsinki, 2004). I took part in various European 
research projects, particularly in the fields of urban studies, including: ‘Vulnerability to 
globalisation’ (Study for DG Regio; Igeat–Ulb, Politecnico di Milano, Ums Riate, 2008); 
‘Europe in the World’ (Espon 3.4.1, 2005); ‘Interreg IIIc, AlpenCorS’ (Interreg Alpen Corridor 
South, 2003); ‘Integrated Action Italy-Spain’ (University of Gerona, Spain, 2002); ‘Potentials 
for polycentric development in Europe’ (Espon 1.1.1, 2002); ‘Study on the Construction of 
a Balanced and Polycentric Development Model for the European Periphery’ (Cpmr - 
Conference of Peripheral Maritime Regions of Europe, thematic group Research, 
Development and Innovation, 2001). Since 2022, I am member of the advisory board of the 
research project UrbanoScenes (University of Lisboa). 

In Italy, I participated in the following projects: ‘Industrial landscape in Italy’ (Cnr, 2005); 
‘Ecoitalia 21’ (Ministry of University and Scientific Research, 2001); Italian working group 
for the European Spatial Development Perspective (Esdp, 1999). I also participated in a 
number of local research projects investigating the socio-spatial transformations of Turin 
and the Piedmont region, including: ‘Urban development in times of crisis: social, political 
and economic geographies’ and ‘The urban phenomenon’ (University of Turin, coordinator, 
2013-14 and 2016-17); ‘Smart Turin’ (Eu-polis, 2012-13); ‘Creative atmosphere in 
Piedmont’, Fondazione CRT, 2011); ‘Torino and Piedmont: Policies, networks, 
embeddedness’ (Eupolis, 2011-12); ‘Study for a Piedmont Regional Strategic Framework’ 
(Ires Piemonte, 2006-08); ‘An urban benchmarking for Turin’ (SITI, 2007-09); ‘Study on the 
enhancement of the Mirafiori site’ (SITI, 2005); ‘Milano-Torino 2010’ (Step-Economics, 
Torino, 2002); ‘Turin in the European competitive scenario’ (Torino Internazionale, 2001). 
Finally, I worked as a consultant for the development of local plants, such as the preliminary 
studies for the Canelli master plan (Piedmont, 2008); analysis for the Novi Ligure strategic 
plan (Piedmont, 2008); analysis of the industrial fabric of Collegno (Piedmont, 2005). I 
worked with Samantha Cenere and Panos Bourlessas (research fellows, 2019 and 2020) on 
a research project on diversity and the sense of place in Turin. 
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Teaching  
 

• Lecturer, Cities and Globalisation, Università di Torino; Dipartimento Culture, Politica 
e Società (12 ECTS; since 2013). 
 

• Lecturer, Geografia politica ed economica [Political and Economic Geography], 
Università di Torino; Dipartimento Culture, Politica e Società (12 ECTS; since 2016). 
 
 
 

• Lecturer, Geografia dello sviluppo [Geographies of Development], Università di Torino; 
Dipartimento Culture, Politica e Società, 6 ECTS, 2014-15. 
 

• Lecturer, Sistemi economici mondiali [World Economic Systems], Faculty of Economics, 
Torino, 7 ECTS, 2005-10 and 2012-13. 
 

• Lecturer Geografia del commercio internazionale [Geography of International Trade], 
Faculty of Economics, Torino, 2006-09. 
 

• Lecturer, Geografia economica [Economic Geography], Faculty of Economics, Biella, 
2004-06. 
 
 
 

• Visiting professor, University of Paris I Sorbonne, 2007. 
 

• Lecturer in PhD courses: Social and Political Change (Torino, 2014, 2018-19), Urban 
Studies (L’Aquila, 2013), UrbEur (Milano, 2011-12), Economia (Ferrara, 2007). 
 

• Lecturer in University Master Degree courses: Scienze strategiche [Strategic sciences] 
(Torino, 2005-09), Planificación de infraestructuras y territorio [Spatial planning and 
infrastructures] (Barcellona, 2005), Conservazione, gestione e valorizzazione del 
patrimonio industriale [Management of industrial heritages] (Terni, 2005-06), Turismo 
culturale [Cultural tourism] (Torino, 2019-20). 
 
 

 

• Member of the scientific committee, PhD course Innovation for the Circular Economy, 
Torino, since 2021.  

• Member of the scientific committee, PhD course Urban Studies & Regional Science, 
GSSI, L’Aquila, 2015-20.  

• Member of the scientific committee, PhD course Social and Political Change, Torino, 
2014-15.  
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Publications 
Books 

 
(with E. Bignate, F. Celata) Geografie dello sviluppo: una prospettiva critica e globale 

[Geographies of development: critical and global perspectives], Utet, Torino (2022, 
second edition). 

(with S. Conti, G. Dematteis, F. Nano) Geografia dell’economia mondiale [Geography of the 
World Economy], Utet, Torino (2022; fifth edition). 

City Branding. The Ghostly Politics of Representation in Globalising Cities, Routledge, 
London (2017). 

(with U. Rossi) Urban Political Geographies. A Global Perspective, Sage, London (2012).  
(with U. Rossi) Geografia politica urbana [Urban Political Geography], Laterza, Bari (2010). 
Geografia economica del sistema-mondo. Territori e reti nello scenario globale [Economic 

Geography of the World System. Spaces and Networks in the Global Scenario], Utet, 
Torino (2010, third edition). 

Gli spazi economici della globalizzazione. Geografie del commercio internazionale [The 
Economic Spaces of Globalization. Geographies of International Trade], Utet, Torino 
(2007). 

Per uno sviluppo policentrico dello spazio europeo. Sistemi innovativi territoriali nell’Europa 
sud-occidentale [Polycentric Development in Europe. Local Innovation Systems in 
South-Western Europe], Franco Angeli, Milano (2003). 

 
 

Edited books 
 
(with M. Santangelo; eds) Di capitale importanza. Immagini e trasformazioni urbane di 

Torino [Images and urban transformations of Turin], Carocci, Roma (2010). 
 Includes: “Introduzione” [Introduction] (with M. Santangelo, pp. 11-17); “Torino e la 

costruzione di immagini urbane” [Turin and the production of urban images] (pp. 37-
56). 

(Società Geografica Italiana, ed.) Atlante dell’Italia nell’Unione europea [Atlas of Italy in the 
European Union], Carocci, Roma (2009). 

(with E. Dansero; eds) Geografie dei paesaggi industriali in Italia: riflessioni e casi studio a 
confronto [Geographies of Italian Industrial Landscapes: Reflections and Case 
Studies], Franco Angeli, Milano (2006). 
Includes: “Per una geografia del paesaggio industriale in Italia. Un’introduzione” [For 
a geography of Italian industrial landscape: an introduction] (with E. Dansero, pp. 11-
16); “Paesaggio e paesaggio industriale nella letteratura geografica internazionale” 
[Landscape and industrial landscape in the international geographic literature] (pp. 
91-108). 

(with P. Bonavero and E. Dansero; eds.) Geografie dell’Unione europea. Temi, problemi e 
politiche nella costruzione dello spazio comunitario [Geographies of the European 
Union. Issues, Problems and Policies in the Construction of the European Space], 
Utet, Torino (2006). 
Includes: “Uno spazio europeo?” [An European space?] (with P. Bonavero and E. 
Dansero), pp. 3-31; “Le attività industriali: un’analisi per sistemi produttivi locali” 
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[Industrial activities: an analysis of local productive systems], pp. 75-104; “Il 
potenziale tecnologico europeo” [European technological potential], pp. 199-222. 

 
 

Papers in international peer-reviewed journals  
 
“The autistic city: critical urbanism and the politics of neurodiversity”, CITY, forthcoming. 
(with T. Rossetto), “Repetition, movement and the visual ontographies of urban 

rephotography: learning from Smoke (1995)”, Mobilities (2022), v. 17, n. 3, pp. 446-
465.  

(with P. Bourlessas, S. Cenere), “The work of foodification: an analysis of food gentrification 
in Turin, Italy”, Urban Geography (2022), v. 43, n. 9, pp. 1328-1349. 

“Shops, food, regeneration and a controversial signature building in Turin, Italy”, European 
Planning Studies (2022), v. 30, n. 1, pp. 178-194. 

“Shame, guilt, and the production of urban space”, Progress in Human Geography (2021), 
v. 45, n. 4, pp. 758-775. 

(with M. Giorda), “Religious diversity and inter-faith competition: the politics of camouflage 
in Italian cities”, Territory, Politics, Governance (2021), v. 9, n. 2, pp. 222-240. 

“Cities are not products”, Tijdschrift voor economische en sociale geografie; v. 111, n. 1 
(2020), pp. 10-17. 

“Scenes from an urban outside: personal accounts of emotions, absences and planetary 
urbanism”, CITY, v. 23, n. 4 (2019), pp. 388-401. 

“Politicising city branding: Some comments on Andrea Lucarelli’s ‘Place branding as urban 
policy’”, Cities, v. 80 (2018), pp. 67-69. 

“Cities and the politics of gamification”, Cities, v. 74 (2018), pp. 320-326. 
(with N. Cattan), “Selling cruises: Gender and mobility in promotional brochures”, Tourist 

Studies, v. 17, n. 4 (2017), pp. 406-425.  
(with C. Rabbiosi), “Are we allowed to use fictional vignettes in cultural geographies?”, 

cultural geographies, v. 24, n. 2 (2017), pp. 265-278. 
(with A. Colombino), “Turin and Lingotto: Resilience, forgetting and the reinvention of 

place”, European Planning Studies, v. 25, n. 1 (2017), pp. 10-28. 
“Is there anybody out there? The place and role of citizens in tomorrow’s smart cities”, 

Futures, v. 82 (2016), pp. 26-36. 
“Exploring the Afterlife: Relational spaces, absent presences and three fictional vignettes”, 

Space and Culture, v. 19, n. 2 (2016), pp. 192-201. 
“The Fordist city and the creative city: evolution and resilience in Turin, Italy”, City, Culture 

and Society, v. 6, n. 3 (2015), pp. 69-74. 
“The image of the creative city, eight years later: Turin, urban branding and the economic 

crisis taboo”, Cities, v. 46 (2015), pp. 1-7. 
(with A. Coppola), “Normalizing autonomous spaces: ongoing transformations in 

Christiania, Copenhagen”, Urban Studies, v. 52, n. 6 (2015), pp. 1152-1168. 
“Locating the couch: an autobiographical analysis of the multiple spatialities of 

psychoanalytic therapy”, Social and Cultural Geography, v. 15, n. 4 (2014), pp. 368-
384 

“Smartmentality: the smart city as disciplinary strategy”, Urban Studies, v. 51, n. 5 (2014), 
pp. 881-896. 
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 [Most cited paper in Urban Studies in 2014; 1,360 Google Scholar citations as of 15 
May 2022] 

(with N. Cattan), “Gay and lesbian emotional geographies of clubbing: reflections from 
Paris and Turin”, Gender, Place & Culture, v. 21, n. 9 (2014), pp. 1158-1175. 

“Alternative capitalism and creative economy: the case of Christiania”, International 
Journal of Urban and Regional Research, v. 37, n. 5 (2013), pp. 1785-1798. 

“The political geographies of Liberty City: A critical analysis of a virtual space”, CITY, v. 16, 
n. 3 (2012), pp. 284-298. 

“European spatial planning between competitiveness and territorial cohesion: shadows of 
neoliberalism”, European Planning Studies, v. 18, n. 8 (2010), pp. 1301-1315.  

“The border between core and periphery: geographical representations of the world 
system”, Tijdschrift voor economische en sociale geografie, v. 101, n. 1 (2010), pp. 
26-36.  

“The image of the creative city: some reflections on urban branding in Turin”, Cities, v. 25, 
n. 6 (2008), pp. 370-382. 
[Most cited paper in Cities in 2008; 480 Google Scholar citations as of 13 May 2022] 

“Internationalization in the Helsinki Metropolitan Area: images, discourses and 
metaphors”, European Planning Studies, v. 16, n.2 (2008), pp. 229-252. 

 
 

Articles in Italian scientific journals  
 
Lo Squaderno, no. 62, editor, special issue, Ghosts. Forthcoming; 

http://www.losquaderno.net.  
“L’uomo nel 2000, cinquanta anni dopo: città e futurologia nell’Italia del boom economico” 

[Fifty years after ‘L’uomo nel 2000’. Cities and futurology in Italy during the years of 
the economic boom], Rivista Geografica Italiana, v. 126, n. 2 (2019), pp. 77-100.  

“Fantasmi” [Ghosts], Rivista Geografica Italiana, v. 125, n. 3 (2018), pp. 369-381. 
“Politica e cittadinanza nella smart city: alcune riflessioni sugli immaginari della città 

intelligente” [Politics and citizenship in the smart city: some reflections on the 
imaginaries of the smart city], Rivista Geografica Italiana, v. 124 (2017), pp. 1-16. 

“Smart city e sviluppo urbano: alcune note per un’agenda critica” [Smart city and urban 
development: notes for a critical agenda], Scienze del Territorio, v. 3 (2015), pp. 111-
118. 

(with A. Coppola) “Christiania e il conflitto con le istituzioni danesi: alcune note sulla 
convergenza fra spazi dell’autonomia e spazi del neoliberismo” [The conflict 
between Christiania and Danish institutions: some remarks on the convergence 
between autonomous and neoliberal spaces], Rivista Geografica Italiana, v. 121, n. 
3 (2014), pp. 241-258. 

(with A. Rondinone and U. Rossi) “Alle radici della crisi: questione urbana e consumo di 
suolo in Italia” [The roots of the crisis: the urban question and soil consumption in 
Italy], Rivista Geografica Italiana, v. 120, n. 4 (2013), pp. 423-431. 

“Città, immagine e globalizzazione” [City, image and globalization], L’Architetto, October 
2013, www.larchitetto.it 

“La città creativa oltre le regole del mercato: Christiania, Copenhagen” [The creative city 
beyond market rules: Christiania, Copenhagen], Archivio di Studi Urbani e Regionali, 
n. 100 (2011), pp. 60-81. 
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“Geografie politiche di Liberty City: analisi urbana nel videogioco Grand Theft Auto IV” 
[Political geographies of Liberty City: urban analysis in the videogame Grand Theft 
Auto IV], Rivista Geografica Italiana, v. 118 (2011), n. 4, pp. 691-714. Updated and 
reprinted as: “Le geografie politiche di Liberty City. Un’esplorazione dello spazio 
urbano di Grand Theft Auto IV”, in M. Bittanti (ed), Fenomenologia di Grand Theft 
Auto, Mimesis, Milano (2019), pp. 165-184.  

“Canelli: its geography and its appreciation as a tourist destination”, Urbanistica, n. 145 
(2011), pp. 49-50. 

“L’immagine del sistema economico mondiale: riflessioni sulle metafore geografiche” [The 
image of the world economic system: reflections on geographical metaphors], 
Rivista Geografica Italiana, v. 116, n. 1 (2009), pp. 1-22. 

“Immagini, visioni e metafore nella promozione dell’area metropolitana di Helsinki” 
[Images, visions and metaphors in the promotion of Helsinki Metropolitan Area], 
Bollettino della Società Geografica Italiana, serie 12, v. 10 (2005), pp. 93-114. 

“Innovazione e policentrismo nell’Arco latino mediterraneo: un’immagine di sintesi” 
[Innovation and polycentrism in the Mediterranean Latin Arc: a synthetic image], 
Scienze Regionali – Italian Journal of Regional Science, n. 2 (2003), pp. 75-97. 

(with S. Conti) “Torino, Europa: scenari possibili” [Turin, Europe: potential scenarios], 
Urbanistica Dossier, v. 3, n. 60 (2003), pp. 5-9. 

“Torino nella competizione europea: una proposta metodologica per l’analisi della 
competitività urbana” [Turin in the European competition: a methodological 
proposal for the analysis of urban competitiveness], Bollettino della Società 
Geografica Italiana, s. 12, v. 6 (2002), pp. 249-266 

(with P. Bonavero) “Le attività di ricerca in Italia: una lettura geografica” [Research activities 
in Italy: a geographical survey], Rivista Geografica Italiana, v. 109, n. 1 (2002), pp. 
37-63. 

“Biosfera e biodiversità” [Biosphere and biodiversity], Economia & Ambiente, v. 20, n. 1-2 
(2001), p. 22-26. 

“Effetto serra e dinamiche demografiche” [Global Warming and Demographic Dynamics], 
Equilibri, v. 4, n. 1 (2000), pp. 145-152. 

“Effetto serra e sviluppo demografico: una spirale insostenibile?” [Global warming and 
population growth: an unsustainable nexus?], Economia & Ambiente, v. 19, n. 1 
(2000), pp. 17-20. 

“Effetto serra e crescita demografica” [Global warming and population dynamics], Ecologia 
Politica CNS, v. 28, n. 1 (2000), http://www.ecologiapolitica.org/ 

 
Book chapters 

 
“Pornhub helps. Digital corporations in Italian pandemic cities”, in D. Mackinnon, V. Fast 

and R. Burns (eds), Digital (In)Justice in the Smart City, Toronto University Press, 
Toronto, forthcoming. 

(with S. Cenere) “Mega-events and other disasters. Evidence from Italy”, in F. Bignami e N. 
Cuppini (eds) Mega Events, Urban Transformations and Social Citizenship: A Multi-
disciplinary Analysis for an Epistemological Foresight, Routledge, New York, 
forthcoming. 

(with P. Bourlessas) “Clouds and movements”, in N. Cattan and L. Faret (eds), Hybrid 
Mobilities. Transgressive Spatialities, Routledge, New York (2022), pp. 76-93. 
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(with M. Lazzeroni) “La nuova rivoluzione industriale tra smartness e crisi: le prospettive 
della geografia” [The new industrial revolution between smartness and critis: 
geographical perspectives], in M. Lazzeroni e M. Morazzoni (a cura di), Interpretare 
la quarta rivoluzione industriale. La geografia in dialogo con altre discipline, Carocci, 
Roma (2020), pp. 87-99. 

(with U. Rossi), “Urban geopolitics”, in 現代地政学事典 (The Encyclopedia of New 
Geopolitics), Maruzen, Tokyo (2020), pp. 454-455. 

“Playmentalities. Sony Playstation”, in M. Graham, R. Kitchin, S. Mattern e J. Shaw (eds), 
How to Run a City Like Amazon, and Other Fables. Meatspace, Oxford (2019), par. 
941-954. 

“Anarchism and urban planning”, in G. Ritzer, J.M. Ryan and B. Thorn (eds.), The Blackwell 
Encyclopedia of Sociology (2nd Edition), Wiley, Hoboken (2019); 
doi.org/10.1002/9781405165518.wbeosa088.pub2 

“Playable urban citizenship: Social justice and the gamification of civic life”, in P. Cardullo, 
C. Di Feliciantonio, R. Kitchin (eds.), The Right to The Smart City, Emerald, Bingley 
(2019), pp. 57-69. 

 (with S. Palmisano), “’City of Light’: The production of urban space by the esoteric spiritual 
community of Damanhur, Italy”, in K. J. Fisker, L. Chiappini, L. Pugalis and A. Bruzzese 
(eds.), Enabling Urban Alternatives: Crises, Contestation, and Cooperation, Palgrave 
MacMillan, Singapore (2019), pp. 247-270. 

“Ghostly cities. Some notes on urban branding and the imagining of places”, in U. Ermann 
and K.-J. Hermanik (eds.), Branding the Nation, the Place, the Product, Routledge, 
London (2018), pp. 53-66. 

“Spatialities of Control (Turin 2006)”, in V. Bajc (ed.), Surveilling and Securing the Olympics. 
From Toyko 1964 to London 2012 and Beyond, Palgrave MacMillan, New York (2016), 
pp. 297-318. 

“Città e tecnologia fra Watch Dogs e smart city: una possibile convergenza fra studi urbani 
e culture videoludiche” [City and technology, from Watch Dogs to the smart city: 
potential convergences between urban studies and videogame cultures], in M. 
Bittanti, E. Zilio (eds), Oltre il gioco. Critica alla ludicizzazione urbana, Unicopli, 
Milano (2016), pp. 51-63 

(with U. Rossi), “Urban Neoliberalism”, in International Encyclopedia of the Social & 
Behavioral Sciences, 2nd edition, Elsevier, Oxford (2015), pp. 846-853. 

(with P. Lombardi), “Smart city as a mobile technology: critical perspectives on urban 
development policies”, in M.P. Rodrìguez-Bolivar (ed.), Transforming City 
Governments for Successful Smart Cities, Springer, Cham (2015), pp. 147-161. 

(with U. Rossi), “Regenerating what? The politics and geographies of actually existing 
regeneration”, in M.E. Leary, J. McCarthy (eds), The Routledge Companion to Urban 
Regeneration, Routledge, London, (2013), pp. 159-167. 

“Smart city, condotta e governo della città” [Smart city, conduct and city government], in 
M. Santangelo, S. Aru, A. Pollio (eds), Smart city. Ibridazioni, innovazioni e inerzie 
nelle città contemporanee, Carocci, Roma (2013), pp. 39-52 

(con F. Celata e U. Rossi), “Ridisegnare Italia: le aggregazioni territoriali emergenti e quelle 
possibili” [Redreawing Italy: emerging and potential regions], in Società Geografica 
Italiana (eds. U. Rossi, C. Salone), Politiche per il territorio (guardando all’Europa). 
Rapporto annuale 2013, Società Geografica Italiana, Roma (2013), pp. 85-105. 
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(with U. Rossi), “El neoliberalismo y la violencia inherente al habitar” [Neoliberalism and 
violence in housing], in C.R. España, P. Gorza (eds), La problemàtica de la 
inseguridad, Observatorio de Políticas Públicas y Sociales Universidad Mayor de San 
Andrés, La Paz (2012), pp. 37-56. 

(with E. Dansero), “Geografie della creatività” [Geographies of creativity], in E. Bertacchini, 
W. Santagata (eds), Atmosfera creativa. Un modello di sviluppo sostenibile per il 
Piemonte fondato su cultura e creatività, il Mulino, Bologna (2012), pp. 91-110. 

(with S. Conti) “L’agricoltura nello scenario globale” [Agricolture in the global scenario], in 
Società Geografica Italiana (a cura di F. Pollice), I nuovi spazi dell’agricoltura italiana. 
Rapporto annuale 2012, Società Geografica Italiana, Roma (2012), pp. 21-25. 

(with S. Conti), “Il sistema urbano torinese: evoluzione e radicamenti” [Turin urban system: 
evolution and embeddedness], in C. Muscarà, G. Scaramellini, I. Talia (eds), Tante 
Italie una Italia. Dinamiche territoriali e identitarie. Volume IV. Nordovest: da 
triangolo a megalopoli?, Franco Angeli, Milano (2011), pp. 95-113. 

“The creative city imaginary”, in S. Vicari (ed), Brand-building: The Creative City. A Critical 
Look at Current Concepts and Practices, Firenze University Press, Firenze (2010), pp. 
39-59. 

“Commercio, investimenti, divisione internazionale del lavoro” [Trade, investments, 
international division of labour] and (with S. Conti and L. Scarpelli) “Industria e 
globalizzazione delle filiere produttive” [Industry and globalization in production 
chains], in F. Boggio, G. Dematteis, M. Memoli (eds), Geografia dello sviluppo. Spazi, 
economie e culture tra ventesimo secolo e terzo millennio, Utet, Torino (2008), pp. 
193-210; 242-254. 

(with F. Rota), “Competitive scenarios”, in A. Fubini (ed), Corridor Policies and Territorial 
Development, Franco Angeli, Milano (2008), pp. 27-39 

“Innovation and polycentrism in the Mediterranean Latin Arc”, in N. Cattan (ed.), Cities and 
Networks in Europe. A Critical Approach of Polycentrism, John Libbey Eurotext, 
Montrouge (2007), pp. 39-49. 

(with S. Conti), “Alta tecnologia nelle regioni periferiche europee. Scenari di sviluppo 
industriale” [High technology in European peripheral regions. Industrial 
development scenarios], in G. Campione, F. Farinelli, C. Santoro (eds), Scritti per 
Alberto Di Blasi, Patron, Bologna (2006), pp. 431-450. 

“Le differenti immagini della base economica urbana: vocazione industriale e alta 
tecnologia a Helsinki e Torino” [Different images of the urban economic base: 
industrial vocation and high technology in Helsinki and Turin], in P. Terna and G. 
Russo (a cura di), Produrre a Torino, Otto, Torino (2006), pp. 165-195. 

“Gerarchia urbana internazionale” [International urban hierarchy], in B. Gambarotta, S. 
Ortona, R. Roccia and G. Tesio (eds.), Torino. Il grande libro della Città. Geografia, 
storia, lingua e letteratura, La Stampa - Edizioni del Capricorno, Torino (2004), pp. 
694-696. 

“Il policentrismo, cos’è?” [What is Polycentism?], “Il policentrismo, dov’è?” [Where is 
Polycentrism?] and “Il Nord-America e l’esperienza delle sue regioni metropolitane” 
[The Experience of North-American Metropolitan Regions], in G. Russo (ed.), 
TorinoMilano 2010. Una ferrovia, due poli, una regione europea. Parte I – I 
fondamenti del policentrismo, Otto, Torino (2004), pp. 43-85.  

“Torino nella competizione europea” [Turin in the European competition] and “I punti 
cardinali del vantaggio competitivo” [The components of the competitive 
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advantage], in S. Conti (ed.), Torino nella competizione europea. Un esercizio di 
benchmarking territoriale, Rosenberg & Sellier, Torino (2002), pp. 31-78. 

 
 
 
 
 

Reports and research papers 
 

Is there anybody out there? Some hypothesis on the role and position of people in smart 
cities, in Beware of Smart People! Redefning the Smart City Paradigm towards 
Inclusive Urbanism, Symposium Proceedings, Universitätsverlag der TU Berlin 
(2015), pp. 25-41. 

(with F. Rota) Le premesse teoriche della ricerca [Theoretical premises], in C. Rossignolo, 
C. Cabodi, F. Rota, Competizione e coesione di Torino in Europa e nel sistema 
regionale, working paper Dipartimento Interateneo Territorio, Politecnico di Torino, 
n. 31 (2009). 

The electronic and mechatronics industry in Ivrea, in The impact of globalisation and 
increased trade liberalisation on European regions. Study for DG Regio; Igeat–Ulb, 
Politecnico di Milano, Ums Riate, 2008. 
http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/sources/docgener/studies/study_en.htm 

Alcune riflessioni sulle rappresentazioni della globalizzazione economica [Some reflections 
on representations of economic globalization], XXX Congresso Geografico Italiano 
2008; in A. Di Blasi (ed), Il futuro della geografia: ambiente, culture, economie, 
Pàtron, Bologna (2011), pp. 583-586. 

The geography of Italian internationalization: relations with Central-Eastern European and 
South and Eastern Mediterranean countries, in Espon Project 3.4.1. Europe in the 
World, Final Report, Espon, 2006, pp. 60-73; www.espon.eu 

(with F. Rota), Studio sul profilo industriale di Collegno [Study on the industrial landscape 
of Collegno], Città di Collegno, October 2005. 

Impresa, tecnologia e immagine urbana: un confronto fra Helsinki e Torino [Enterprise, 
technology and urban image: a comparsion between Helsinki and Turin] and (with 
P. Bonavero and F. Rota), Reti di trasporto e reti di relazioni interaziendali. Una 
analisi delle partecipazioni azionarie fra imprese nell’area interessata dai corridoi 
paneuropei 5 e 10 [Transport Networks and Industrial Relations. An Analysis of 
Shareholdings in the areas of European Corridor 5 and Corridor 10], in A. Di Blasi 
(ed.), Associazione dei Geografi Italiani, Geografia. Dialogo tra generazioni. Atti del 
XXIX Congresso Geografico Italiano (Palermo, 14-16 September 2004), Vol. II, 
Contributi, Patron, Bologna (2005), pp. 55-60 and pp. 665-669.  

(with F. Rota) Structures, networks and identification of scenarios (2004), and Scenarios 
(2005) research reports for Interreg – AlpenCors, http://www.alpencors.net.  

(with S. Conti and V. Demetrio) Research and development and innovation, in Conférence 
des Régions Périphériques Maritimes d’Europe (ed.), Study on the Construction of a 
Polycentric and Balanced Development Model for the European Territory. Volume 3: 
Thematic Reports, Crpm, Rennes (2002), pp. 28-59. 
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Città, gerarchie e potere. Un discorso sociologico e geografico [Cities, hierarchies and 
power: a socio-geographical discourse], working paper Dipartimento Interateneo 
Territorio, Politecnico e Università di Torino, n. 20 (2001). 

(with S. Cavallo) Nota metodologica [Methodological remarks], in S. Conti and C. Salone, Il 
sistema urbano europeo fra gerarchia e policentrismo, Eu-Polis Sistemi urbani 
europei, Dipartimento Interateneo Territorio Politecnico e Università di Torino, 
Torino (2000), pp. 65-76. 

 
 

Non-academic works 
 
“Quattro città”; ep. 1: “Entrare in città”, podcast, forthcoming  
“Le smart city e il futuro digitalizzato delle nostre vite”. Interview by Martina Mancinelli, 

Malora, September 2022, pp.16-23, https://www.malorarivista.it/2022/06/17/non-
puoi-non-desiderare-di-essere-intelligente-le-smart-city-e-il-futuro-digitalizzato-
delle-nostre-vite-intervista-a-alberto-vanolo/ 

(with E. Lange) “Decoro verde. L’importanza di salvaguardare (l’inutile) giardino boscoso 
del Prinz Eugen a Torino”, Huffington Post, blog OMERO, 13 September 2022; 
https://www.huffingtonpost.it/blog/2022/09/13/news/decoro_verde-10201560/ 

“L’estetica della distruzione urbana”, Huffington Post, blog OMERO, 1 April 2022; 
https://www.huffingtonpost.it/blog/2022/04/01/news/l_estetica_della_distruzione
_urbana-9085268 

“Ultimo porno a Torino”, Huffington Post, blog OMERO, 13 December 2021; 
https://www.huffingtonpost.it/entry/ultimo-porno-a-
torino_it_61b71cc0e4b0b50268a8619d/ 

“La città autistica”, Huffington Post, blog OMERO, 27 October 2021; 
https://www.huffingtonpost.it/entry/la-citta-
autistica_it_61791241e4b0657357427228 

“Urban hopes: will cities save the world?”, Green European Journal, 6 November 2017; 
https://www.greeneuropeanjournal.eu/urban-hopes-will-cities-save-the-world 

“Urban branding and the violent ghosts of the politics of representation”, Amateur Cities, 
4 April 2016, www.amateurcities.com 

“La Città Libera di Christiania: autonomia o normalizzazione?” [The Free Town of 
Christiania: autonomy or normalisation?], Che Fare, 12 November 2015, 
https://www.che-fare.com 

“Point of view” in “Eros Absconditus” by I. Pittatore, Playboy [Italian edition], n. 4, 
November 2015, p. 134. 

“Smart city e il controllo dell’intelligenza” [Smart city and the control over intelligence], 
Che Fare, 17 June 2015, https://www.che-fare.com 

“Smart city, or, the serial reproduction of an urban vision”, Amateur Cities, 23 February 
2015, www.amateurcities.com 

(with E. Bignante, E. Dansero), Atlante del mondo globale [Atlas of a global world], 
Mondadori, Milano (2015). 

“Crise financeira ajuda cidades inteligentes, diz pesquisador” [The financial crisis helps 
smart cities, according to a researcher], Interview, Guia das Cidades Digitais, 26 May 
2014, http://www.guiadascidadesdigitais.com.br 
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“Whose smart city?”, Opendemocracy.net, 8 April 2014; 
http://opendemocracy.net/opensecurity/alberto-vanolo/whose-smart-city 

“Lo spazio della cultura”, TV documentary movie by S. Knuchel and G. Parini, RSI LA1, Cult 
Tv, 19 January 2014; http://la1.rsi.ch/home/networks/la1/cultura/Cult-TV-
II/2014/01/10/culttv-99.html?selectedVideo=2#Video 

“La città creativa”, Tno Blog, 16 July 2010; http://www.blog.torinonordovest.it/?p=616 
 
 

Book reviews 
 
“G. Peterle – Comics as a Research Practice: Drawing Narrative Geographies Beyond the 

Frame”, Rivista Geografica Italiana, forthcoming. 
“L. Barchetta – La rivolta del verde. Nature e rovine a Torino”, Rivista Geografica Italiana, 

forthcoming. 
“N. Alaily-Mattar, D. Ponzini, A. Thierstein – About Star Architecture: Reflecting on Cities in 

Europe”, Urban Studies, v. 57, n. 3 (2020), p. 2796-2799. 
“M. Lussault – Iper-luoghi. La nuova geografia della mondializzazione”, Rivista Geografica 

Italiana, v. 127, n. 2 (2020), p. 83-86. 
“M. Lazzeroni – La resilienza delle piccole città. Riflessioni teoriche e casi studio”, Rivista 

Geografica Italiana, v. 126 (2017), p. 296. 
“M. Lancione – Rethinking Life at the Margins. The Assemblage of Contexts, Subjects and 

Politics”, Rivista Geografica Italiana, v. 126 (2017), p. 196-198. 
“C. Rabbiosi – Nuovi itinerari del consumo. Gli outlet village tra esperienza dello shopping 

e dinamiche territoriali”, Archivio di studi urbani e regionali, n. 110 (2014), pp. 161-
163. 

“S. Iammarino e P. McCann – Multinationals and Economic Geography. Location, 
Technology and Innovation”, Bollettino della Società Geografica Italiana, v. 7, n. 3 
(2014), pp. 474-475. 

“V. Amato – Questioni urbane del Mezzogiorno”, Bollettino della Società Geografica 
Italiana, series 13, v. 5, n. 2 (2012), pp. 410-411. 

(with U. Rossi) “La risposta degli autori” in “Un simposio: commenti e riflessioni sul libro di 
U. Rossi e A. Vanolo, Geografia politica urbana”, Archivio di studi urbani e regionali, 
n. 100 (2011), pp. 237-240. 

“F. Celata – Spazi di produzione. Una prospettiva relazionale”, Archivio di studi urbani e 
regionali, n. 96 (2010), pp. 246-248. 

“U. Leone – Produrre, consumare, comunicare. Temi di Geografia Economica”, Rivista 
Geografica Italiana, v. 115, n. 2 (2008), pp. 247-249. 

“J. A. Agnew – Place and Politics in Modern Italy”, Geografiska Annaler B, v. 86, n. 4 (2004), 
pp. 335-336. 

“E. Dansero, C. Emanuel e F. Governa – I patrimoni industriali. Una geografia per lo sviluppo 
locale”, Sviluppo locale, n. 23-24 (2003), pp. 245-250. 

“A. Bagnasco e P. Le Galès - Le città nell’Europa contemporanea”, Rivista Geografica 
Italiana, v. 110, n. 1 (2003), pp. 209-211. 

 
 
 
International conferences, paper presentations 
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International scientific meetings 
 

• Association of American Geographers (Boston, 2008; New York, 2012; Chicago, 2015 – 
session co-organizer ‘Technology and the cities of tomorrow: Exploring the smart city 
imagery (and beyond)’) 

• Third European Geographies of Sexualities Conference (Rome, 2015 – organising 
Committee) 

• Fourth European Colloquium on Culture, Creativity & Economy (Florence, 2015) 

• EuGeo (Rome, 2013 – session co-organizer ‘The European city: is there still a distinctive 
European model of urban governance?’) 

• International RC21 Conference (San Paolo, 2009; Amsterdam, 2011) 

• International Geographical Union (Glasgow, 2004; Tel Aviv, 2010) 

• International Conference Imagined Horizons (Delhi, 2009) 

• YAESOP (St. Petersburg, 2008) 

• EURA (Turin, 2002; Glasgow, 2007; Turin, 2016 – scientific Committee; Dublin, 2019) 

• Second Global Conference on Economic Geography (Beijing, 2007) 

• Urban Conditions and Life Chances International Conference (Amsterdam, 2006) 

• International Conference Cities and Networks. What territorial integration? (La 
Rochelle, France, 2005 – scientific committee) 

• UrbEurope Workshops (London, 2004; Berlin, 2004) 
 
 
 

Invited speeches in international events 
 

• Beyond smart cities today, Erasmus University, Rotterdam (18 September 2019). 

• What urban futures? From crisis to hope, ICS-ULisboa, Lisbon, June 2019. 

• Quantification, métropoles et anthropocène, École Urbaine de Lyon, aprile 2019. 

• Making the smart city safe for citizens: The case of smart energy and mobility, 
International Workshop, Open University of the Netherlands and Business Intelligence 
& Smart Services Institute, Harleen (Netherlands), November 2018. 

• EastWest Forum 2018, LUISS, Rome, 2018 

• Internationalising cities: Urban fabric and urban policies in a globalising world, 
International Workshop, Val de Seine School of Architecture, Paris, 2016. 

• Premier Workshop SMACK, SMArt City advancement of Knowledge, Université de 
Bordeaux, 2015. 

• MakeCity International Festival for Architecture and Urban Shifts, Berlin, 2015. 

• Big Cities: Sources of and Approaches to Urban Insecurities in Fragile Contexts, The 
Hague Institute for Global Justice, 2014. 

• International workshop ‘The Neoliberal City. What’s Left, What’s Beyond’, University of 
Rome La Sapienza, 2014. 

• International workshop ‘Branding the Nation, the Place, the Product’, University of 
Graz, 2014. 
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• International workshop ‘Geographies of comparative urban sustainability: politics, 
theories, epistemologies, design’, University of Freiburg, 2014. 

• International seminar ‘Urban futures for the European south’, Universitat Oberta de 
Catalunya, Barcelona, 2013. 

 
 
 

Italian scientific meetings 
 

• Congresso Geografico Italiano (Palermo, 2004; Florence, 2008; Rome, 2017) 

• Giornate di studio della Società di Studi Geografici (Florence, 2011 e 2012; Torino, 
2016) 

• Conferenza Società Italiana Urbanisti (Torino, 2011) 

• Giornate della Geografia (Bari, 2007; forthcoming Bergamo, 2019) 

• Aisre (Perugia, 2003) 

• Artimino meetings on Local Development (Artimino, Florence, 2001). 
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Anonymous referee for the following journals 
 
• ACME 

• Annals of the Association of American 
Geographers 

• Antipode 

• Archivio di Studi Urbani e Regionali 

• Architecture and Culture 

• Ardeth 

• Australian Geographer 

• Bollettino della Società Geografica Italiana 

• British Journal of Middle Eastern Studies 

• Central European Journal of Public Policy 

• Cities 

• City 

• City, Culture and Society 

• City, Territory and Architecture 

• cultural geographies 

• Culture, Society and Masculinities 

• Cybergeo 

• Die Erde 

• Economia e Società Regionale 

• Economic Geography 

• Environment and Planning A 

• Environment and Planning C: Politics and 
Space 

• Environment and Planning D: Society and 
Space 

• Environment, Development and 
Sustainability 

• Erdkunde 

• European Planning Studies 

• European Urban and Regional Studies 

• Frontiers 

• Futures 

• Gender, Place and Culture 

• Geoforum 

• Geography Compass 

• Geopolitica 

• Geoprogress 

• Geotema 

• Habitat International 

• Housing Policy Debate 

• Information, Communication and Society 

• International Journal of E-Planning Research 

• International Journal of Urban and Regional 
Research 

• International Planning Studies 

• International Regional Science Review 

• International Review for Spatial Planning and 
Sustainable Development  

• Journal of Planning Education and Research 

• Journal of Tourism Management 

• Journal of Urban Technology 

• J-Reading 

• Local Environment 

• Mechane 

• Méditerranée 

• Moravian Geographical Reports 

• Observatorio 

• Partecipazione e Conflitto 

• Place Branding and Public Diplomacy 

• Place Management and Development 

• Planning Theory 

• Public Management Review 

• Regional Studies 

• Review of Policy Research 

• Rivista Geografica Italiana 

• Scienze Regionali 

• Social & Cultural Geography 

• Social Studies of Science 

• Sociologia Urbana e Rurale 

• Space and Culture 

• Sustainability 

• Sustainable Cities and Society 

• Territorio 

• Territory, Politics, Governance 

• Tijdschrift voor economische en sociale 
geografie 

• Tourist Studies 

• Tracce Urbane 

• Transactions of the Institute of British 
Geographers 

• Urban Design and Planning 

• Urban Geography 

• Urban Research & Practice  

• Urban Studies 
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Editorial boards 
 
Member of the editorial board of Dialogues in Human Geography [Sage] since January 
2020; https://journals.sagepub.com/home/dhg 
 
Member of the editorial board of Archivio di Studi Urbani e Regionali [Franco Angeli] since 
2016; http://www.francoangeli.it 
 
Associate Editor of Cities [Elsevier], June 2016 – January 2018; 
http://www.journals.elsevier.com/cities 
 
 
 
Scientific awards 
 

• Prize for scientific research projects, Le rappresentazioni geografiche del sistema-
mondo [The geographical representations of the world system], University of Turin, 
Faculty of Economics, 2007. 

• Prize for the paper Le differenti immagini della base economica urbana: vocazione 
industriale e alta tecnologia a Helsinki e Torino [Different images of the urban 
economy: industry and high technology in Helsinki and Turin], Giorgio Rota Committee, 
Torino, 2005. 

• Prize in memory of Giorgio Leonardi for PhD thesis in Regional Sciences, Associazione 
Italiana Scienze Regionali (AISRe) – Italian Section of the Regional Science International, 
2003. 

 
 

Torino, January 2023 


